It is not the purpose to deny or affirm whether the sixth-year molar belongs to the temporary or the permanent denture, but it is the purpose to show that experience proves that its timely removal redounds to the benefit of the other teeth of the permanent set, and, in the large majority of instances, to the comfort of those we serve.
that removal at the proper age will induce the second or twelfth-year molar to work forward and occupy nearly the same place formerly occupied by the sixth-year molar, and this without tilting, leaning or assuming the least malposition, and that both the second molar, as well as (subsequently) the wisdom tooth, will take normal positions in the jaw with a free, easy space between each, whereby decay on the proximate surfaces of these molars as well as the bicuspids is largely the exception rather than the rule.
It will be admitted by nearly all, if not by all, dentists that decay on the proximate surfaces of the bicuspids and the three molars are the localities, par excellence, that are frequently most prone to decay, and are the surfaces most difficult to combat.
All statistics prove that the sixth-year molar is the tooth which decays more frequently, and on all surfaces, than any tooth of the denture, and that, like a decayed peach in a basket of such fruit, it communicates caries, by contact, to its neighbor (if caries is communicable in teeth, which we do not advance), and thus spreads ruin among the good seed.
The sixth-year molar, in my opinion, is often the bane of the denture, the black sheep of the flock. We could advance many arguments in further proof of our position, but we have said, perhaps, more than enough to set the matter before you, and therefore leave it for your consideration.?International Dental Journal.
